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Commencement 2005
Despite damp weather, 1185 diplomas awarded on Bellarmine Lawn

998 students
register for
Class of'09
BY

Rain Dance: Umbrellas in tow, soon-to-be graduates processed from the academic buildings to Bellarmine Lawn.
BY ASHLEYPHAN

Despite the rainy, cold and windy weather,
Fairfield University held its 55lh commencement awarding 1185 degrees on the terrace of
Bellarmine Hall on Sunday, May 22.
The soon-to-be Fairfield graduates
marched through the muddy lawn to their
seats while the Brassalad Quintet played the
academic procession. Guests continued to
pour in, some wearing ponchos and carrying
umbrellas to avoid the rainy weather.
The event began with an introduction by
Dr. Orin Grossman, Academic Vice President
followed by an invocation by the most reverend William E. Lori, Bishop of the Diocese of
Bridgeport.
After the Brassalad Quintet played the
National Anthem, Valedictorian Timothy William Eberle took the stage for the valedictory
address.
"Our time on this beautiful campus,

Fr. Von Arx: "You will always be welcome back

ORIENTATION

admidst old buildings and new construction,
families of deer and wild turkey, old friends
and new faces, has taught us to let our passions
be our inspirations, to embrace limitations as
new opportunities, and to live fully inevery
question life has to offer," Eberle said to his
fellow graduates. "Wherever our various paths
may lead us, we can walk them now with the
strength and support we have found here at
Fairfield."
The honorary degrees were then given
by Father Jeffrey Von Arx, S.J. to Maryann T
Furlong, Arthur C. Laske, Monsignor John C.
Sanders and Florence Schorske Wald.
Father Von Arx remained onstage to deliver this year's commencement address. He
pointed out early on in the speech that he had
promised seniors that it would not be a long
address, but he did have a few words for the
for them to leave with.
"As graduates of Fairfield, you will always
be welcome back in this beautiful place, and,
indeed, we hope you
will come back often," he said. "Some
of you have formed
friendships with your
professors that will
last a lifetime. But
for the most part, our
role as your teachers
is over. We hope we
have served you well
in that role, and for
Katie McCarthy/The Mirror our failures, we ask
in this beautiful place." your pardon."

2009

Katie McCarthy/The Mirror

Father Von Arx then awarded prizes
including the Bellarmine medal to Angela
Griffin Schuster for the highest four-year
academic average, the Saint Ignatius Loyola
medal to Meghan Marie Flanagan for outstand-

Katie McCarthy/The Mirror

Head of the class: Valedictorian Timothy
William Eberle delivers his address.
ing university service, the William J. Kramer
'60 Humanitarian award to Jill Taylor Macari
for community volunteer service, and student
achievement awards to Jillian Marie Grant,
Alison Kemezo Hildenbraud, and Kevin Michael Neubauer.
Degrees in course were then awarded
by Deans Timothy Law Snyder, Edna Farace
Wilson, Jeanne M. Novotny, Norman A. Solomon, Evangelos Hadjimichael, and Margaret
C. Deignan which included 844 bachelor's
degrees, 303 master's degrees, 26 certificates of
advanced study and 12 associate degrees.
"I'm going to miss Fairfield a lot," said
Pat Carney '05. "I've had a lot of crazy nights
here and now it's all over."

Liz

COOPER

As Fairfield welcomes its
newest freshmen, students will
be sure to notice one thing about
the members of the class of 2009:
there are a great many of them.
Due to a high admittance rate,
the class of 2009 will be the largest
since the class of '04. This year,
the university accepted 5,127 of
its 6,894 applicants. As of June 9,
998 students had confirmed their
intent to attend Fairfield as freshmen in the fall.
These numbers are not final and will continue to change
throughout the summer and even
into the beginning of the academic year. This time last year,
the number of confirmed students
stood at 891, but
dropped to 826
STATISTICS
by October.
See how
As reported
to The Mirror in
the Class of
June 2004, the
2009
university intends to increase measures up
enrollment numPage 5
bers during the
next few years
after the graduation, and consequently the loss of tuition, from
the class of '04, which graduated
1,008 students.
The average SAT score for
accepted students generally fluctuates between the mid-1100s and
the low 1200s. Admitted students
for the class of '08, had an average
SAT score of 1239. The average
scores for students admitted to the
class of '09 is 1227. Currently, the
average SAT score for confirmed
incoming freshmen is 1191.
AHANA (African-American, Hispanic, Asian, and Native
American) student enrollment is
up, with 88 members currently in
the class of '09 as compared to last
year's 70. The AHANA population accounts for eight percent of
the freshman class.
The class of '09 includes students from 28 stats, Washington
D.C., and Puerto Rico.

FACEBOOK FRENZY

Look inside for special frosh
features, including advice
from outgoing seniors on
books, hookups and more.
I. 11
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Welcome to college. Now it's
time to learn about the greatest
invention since the keg tap.
Well, almost.
Page 9
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LETTER FROM EDITOR IN CHIEF TARA

E. LYNCH

The Mirror. It's worth looking into

MIRROR

Orientation Schedule
Day One
8:30 a.m.-10 a.m. Arrival & Registration;
Location: John A. Barone Campus Center
Oak Room
Complimentary coffee, tea and juice
available.
10 a.m. Orientation welcome
Location: Campus Center Oak Room
Patio
10:30 a.m. Orientation group meeting
11:45 a.m. Foreign Language Placement
Exam
French Test
A through M - Canisius 1,5,6
N through Z - Canisius 9, 101
Spanish Test
A through L - Bannow 131, 138, 139
M through U - Nursing 203
V through Z - Bannow 253, 254
Overflow - Bannow 256, 300
German Test: All Students - Campus
Center, Room 200
Italian Test: All Students - Bannow 333,

- Gonzaga Auditorium
School of Nursing students - School of
Nursing Auditorium
School of Engineering students - Campus
Center 206
General Studies - Campus center 200
3:30 p.m. Information Fair
Location: Campus Center Oak Room

you can. Here at Fairfield there are
dozens of student organizations that
tackle everything from student affairs
TARA E. LYNCH
and politics (FUSA, Senate, College
Republicans and Democrats) to camHello to the Class of 2009 and pus media (Ham Channel, The Manor
welcome to Fairfield Univer- Yearbook, WVOF) to intercollegiate
Day Two
sity. As you begin your college and intramural sports (yours truly at The
7:30 a.m.-9 a.m. Continental Breakfast;
Location: Trumbull Marriott
careers you face many new challenges. Mirror hold the proud title of intramural
9:15 a.m.
Campus Ministry Workshop
Leaving home, living with someone softball champions).
"Fulfilling the Jesuit Ideal - Service to
new and tackling a new, demanding
The Mirror offers many great opOthers"; Location: Egan Chapel of St.
course load may seem daunting, but portunities to get involved, whether or
Ignatius Loyola: Rev. Paul Carrier, S.J.,
with a good attitude and the right re- not you have previous experience workwill
discuss the Jesuit vision of Fairfield
purees, your four years at Fairfield will ing at a newspaper. I remember the first
bun ", }V
University
and Jesuit ideals in practice,
not only be academically and personally week of my freshman year nervously
especially
the challenge of educating
sitting on the couches of The Mirror
fulfilling, but fun. Lots of fun.
men
and
women
for otMrsf'lh a global
One useful tool that you will have office. With no newspaper experience
community and inviting them to reach out
at your fingertips as you acclimate to my name, I hesitantly offered to write
and embrace the world in all its diversity
to your environment is The Mirror, a story for the upcoming issue. I was
and richness.
Fairfield University's only independent nervous, but with a little help from some
10:15 a.m.
College Financing Work318
newspaper. Since 1977 The Mirror'has friendly editors, my story made the front Latin and Greek Advising - Bannow shop; Location: Regina A. Quick Center;
been the publication that students turn page. Three years later, I am editor in 137
The offices of Financial Aid and the Bursar
to first for the news, commentary, en- chief of The Mirror; more importantly, Japanese, Portugese, Russian, Hebrew will give an overview of financing a college
tertainment and sports coverage that's I've made lifelong friends.
and Chinese Advising - Campus Center education at Fairfield University. Staff from
There are a million ways to get in- Room 206
important to them.
the Academic Management Services will
In this special Orientation Issue you volved at The Mirror: take photographs, 1 p.m. Lunch - Campus Center
be on hand to review the monthly payment
will find campus favorites such as "He write your own weekly column, cover Location: Dining Room
plan option.
Said/She Said" (p. 7), as well as special news events, review CD's, cover Stags Meet your Orientation leaders prior to go- Noon Community Mass
Location: Egan Chapel of St. Ignatius
freshman features such as an interview athletics, or even help us manage our ing to lunch. They will pick the spot!
2 p.m. Academic Deans' Welcome and Loyola
with new Fairfield University Student finances.
1 p.m. Departure/Lunch on the Town
Whatever you do, be sure to check Advisor Meetings
Association (FUSA) President Jessica
DiBuono '06 (p. 3) and a guide to get- us out. We'll hold our first meeting on School of Business students - Charles F. Local Restaurants
(A listing of popular local restaurants can
Thursday, September 8, in our office on Dolan School of Business, Room 110
ting by without a car (p. 9).
be found in your folder)
College
of
Arts
and
Sciences
students
This fall, we'll offer you yet an- the lower level of the Barone Campus
other special feature with our first ever Center. Come sign up for our email
Mirror Agenda Book. So save your list, hear some juicy gossip, and join
money for a rainy day and pick up your our championship-winning softball
FREE day planner, tailored to Fairfield team. Did I mention that there will be
students, on newsstands the first week free pizza?
In any case, I could sit here
of school.
If I were to give only one piece of and regale you with tales of my so far
advice to you, the incoming freshman, wonderful college experience, but you
I'd avoid the tried and true college are here to live them yourself. Enjoy the
drinking mottos and instead offer you rest of orientation, and have a wonderful
Wash-Dry-Fold Pick-up and Delivery Service
this cliche: get involved in any way summer. I'll see you in the fall.
EDITOR IN CHIEF

Laundry/and
Each year students spend about 100 hours doing laundry.

MIRROR

Why waste time doing your laundry? Are you tired of the hassle?
Laundryland's Wash-Dry-Fold Service will do your laundry for you.

The Independent Student Newspaper of Fairfield University
Established in 1977
Tara E. Lynch
EDITOR IN CHIEF

We will come to you with our FREE pick-up and delivery service.
Call Laundryland today at (203) 257-3859.

Ryan T. Blair, Elizabeth Cooper
MANAGING EDITORS

203-319-RIBS

News Department
Phone Number (203) 256-6600
Editor in Chief Phone Number (203) 256-6529
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A peek into the life of new FUSA president, Jessica DiBuono
BY SARAH REGAN
Editor's Note: The Mirror sat down
with new FUSA president Jessica DiBuono
to find out her likes, dislikes and her plans
for FUSA in the coming year.
When I searched for Jessica DiBuono
'06 on thefacebook.com, I found a slightly
unexpected picture of shirtless Justin Timberlake.
"I love JT," she said, when she was
asked about herself.
That's one side of the new FUSA
President. Another side was revealed to
me as soon as I met her in Jazzman's one
afternoon.
As I approached her, she was conversin& wit(i a classmate and greeting many of
those around her with a smile and a laugh.
"I went on a retreat with Jess this semester, she is probably one the friendliest
and nicest girls on campus," said Meghan
Tourney '07.
DiBuono was sworn in as FUSA
president on April 24 and will remain in that
position until this time next year.
DiBuono laughed to herself as she explained the campaign and how her friends
contributed.
"My friends liked to joke that they
forgot to vote," she said.
This did not surprise DiBuono. Her
friends knew the reaction they would get
from her.
"They would call me the day of the
election and be like, 'Yeah, Jess, I can't vote.
Sorry,'" said Dibuono. "Every time, I fell
for it. Some thought it'd be funny to tell me
they forgot I was running and didn't vote for
the president position at all or that the lever
above my name got stuck and they weren't
allowed to vote." But DiBuono understood
the humor in it all.
"It was pretty funny to hear them all,"
she said.
Although DiBuono feels that'her FUSA

Mirror file photo

Tears of joy: Jessica DiBuono '06 celebrates with a friend after learning that she
was elected president of FUSA on April 5.
presidency will have many "hurdles" to
overcome, she "cannot wait to do it all."
She has been involved in FUSA since
her freshmen year and, as time went on, she
began to see what it was about this extracurricular that she really liked, "representing
the student body."
As she experienced additional parts
of this intricate group working together,
she realized there was a missing link. Each
different group needed to connect more and

this was where she came in.
"I love programming the events," she
said. "I would be a good voice to get the
attention that is needed."
Many individuals also want to be heard
all around campus, and DiBuono feels that
"the more students involved, the more
voices to hear."
DiBuono wants to see in her presidency
more clubs working together and therefore
communicating better.

FRESHMEN HAVE QUESTIONS

When are the Stags playing BC?
When does the drop/add period begin?
When does registration for spring classes begin?
How long do I have off for Thanksgiving?
When is Spring Break?
When do finals begin?

THE MIRROR HAS ANSWERS
Check our newsstands for The Mirrors Academic Daily Planner, FREE to
all students during the first week of school. It's packed with all the important dates
and information relevant to Fairfield students, and it has plenty of room to keep
track of assignments, schedules, and to-do lists.

When DiBuono was declared winner
of the FUSA presidency, she ran around to
many dorm rooms knocking on doors with
applications for FUSA positions.
"I want more people to be involved,"
she said.
"I think Jess will be great next year,"
said Tourney. "I think she'll really be in
touch with what the students want."
DiBuono's parents supplied her with
ample encouragement for her FUSA career,
especially when she decided to run for
presidency.
"They were excited and told me not
to be worried about the outcome either
way. They a're really supportive," said
DiBuono. m™.9dYk;;Jlon
DiBuono says she is "al\vays thinking
about the next step." That is how she came
into the role as FUSA president.
After gaining initial experience in
FUSA, DiBuono realized that she would
enjoy doing something like running for
president. Perhaps she is that missing link
in the FUSA communication interaction
chain.
DiBuono is not a born politician. She
does not exactly see herself going in that
direction in the future. Therefore, it was
understandable that running was not an
automatic next step in her FUSA career.
At first, DiBuono said she was "so
scared."
"Everyone said 'you have to have a
tough skin,'" she said.
Now after winning this election, she
is currently sifting through a huge stack
of well-qualified applications for various
FUSA positions.
As someone always looking to the next
step, she wants to attend graduate school,
earn a degree in higher education and become a dean.
After seeing the way that a Jesuit school
is run, DiBuono said she likes the Jesuit
atmosphere.

SUMMERS ALMOST HERE
ARE YOU READY?

> Totally flexible memberships with no long term
commitment required for students
>AII group exercise programs included - Spinning13',
Yoga. Pilates and new Bosu classes
>5quash leagues and private lessons for men.
women and juniors

Southport
^acquetjcfilub
226 Old Post Road, Southport, CT
CALL 203-259-0882
www.southportracquetclub.com

www.fairfieldmirrcT.com
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The Class of 2009
Number of Applications
Number of Admitted Students
Admit Rate
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Yield Rate
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The average composite SAT score for our admitted students was
1227.
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The average composite SAT score for our confirmed students is
1191.
There are students from 28 states, as well as Washington, DC
and Puerto Rico, enrolled in the Class of 2009.
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There are 88 AHANA (African, Hispanic, Asian, and Native
American) students enrolled in the freshman class, 18 more than
last year at this time.

MIRROR
QNLII

It's worth
looking into.

Parents... keep up with news at Fairfield...
m-The
Get a subscription to MIRROR
Only $35 for 28 issues!
Mail in the following form to subscribe:
Name:
Apt:

Address:
City:

State

Zip

Mail subscription requests to:
The Mirror
1073 North Benson Road, Box AA
Fairfield, CT 06824
Make checks payable to The Mirror.
Subscriptions will start with the first fall issue and will end
with our final issue of the school year in May.
Your subscription will help continue the Mirror's growth!
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Editor: Joshua O'Conneil

Making friends, surviving classes and dealing with roomies
I'm heading to college far away from
home, and none of my friends are going
there. I'm a little worried about meeting people. What's the best way to get to
know others?
-A Friend in Need
Walk around campus saying "Will you
be my friend?" in a really whiny voice to
anyone that passes you.
Or, be productive. If you were involved
in an organization in high school - yearbook,
student government,' newspaper, environmental club, etc. - find the equivalent on
campus and join it. Getting involved and
meeting people in various areas that you're
interested in is a surefire way to make
friends since you already have something
in common.
The people on your floor can become
good friends of yours - many dorms will
have gatherings, events and the like for
people on your floor or building. That is a
great way to get to know people and have
some fun.
Orientation at college is the first introduction you'll have to people at your school,
so take advantage of that possibility. The
same goes for the first week of school, which
is always full of activities from short trips
to naked bungee jumping. (Well, maybe
not that, but many of the events are just
as fun.)
Of course, then there's your live-in
friend-to-be: the roommate. You're around
them a lot, you filled out that survey saying
what kind of person you are, so the person
sleeping on the bunk above or below you
could become a great friend too. Just don't

A WORD

OF ADVICE

JOSH O'CONNELL

W

eat his Doritos.
(Off-topic note: I find it quite amusing
that Word's autocorrect feature actually
capitalized the D in Doritos while I was
writing this column.)
Is college more difficult than high
school? I have heard horror stories
from people who went off and were
overwhelmed.
—Learning is fundamental - but
where's the fun?
That's easy. Of course. You, your
parents, the loan company, etc. wouldn't put
out that much money for an undergraduate
degree if there wasn't more to learn. And
you got that 2+2 stuff out of the way already,
so it's time to expand your knowledge. By
expand your knowledge, I mean 15-page
term papers, final exams that count for a
huge chunk of your grade, and reading hundreds of pages of textbooks a week.
That's not to say that you can't handle
it. College is faster paced than high school
is, but you also have some control over
which classes you take. That means you
can find areas that interest you instead of
spending a semester reading Shakespeare
when you can barely understand each sentence of Othello.
Colleges know, especially for freshmen, that there is a transition that you have
to go through. That's why most freshmen

SCRAMBLED
EGGS
•WORD GAME-

by-Joshua O'Connell

Use the six letters to form words.
Only common words are used.
Plurals are not accepted.

take a boatload of intro. courses that initiate
you into the term papers, final exams and
textbook reading. It won't be as easy as
high school, but you also have more time to
get things done, and you have some control.
So it's no biggie.
My parents have scared me. They've
basically told me that I won't get along
with my roommate and that they purposely pair people together who don't
get along as a way to make you get used
to the real world. Is that really going to
happen?
-Small spaces, big problems
Don't fret my pet. Virtually dozens and
dozens of students go to college and have
a roommate. Some live to tell about it, and
some don't even have big enough problems
to leave emotional scars.
I was paired my freshman year with
someone who I'd say, with a few adjustments, was an identical version of me. That
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EX I

doesn't always happen - two friends of mine
were paired together freshman year and
by October were in different rooms - but
disaster isn't guaranteed. Some people end
up becoming so close to their college roommates that they stay close after college.
The nice thing about college is that you
can request a room change. The people
in housing work very hard to make sure
that you feel like you're welcome, and if
that means finding you a room where the
roommate doesn't have a temper as hot as a
radiator, they'll do it. Not every roommate
situation works out, but that's why there
are hundreds of dorm rooms waiting with
welcoming people who'd like nothing more
than for you to throw your clothes on their
side of the room. Good luck, and thanks for

1. Insect stage
6. MD trail
9. Tennyson's trod
14. Lacks sense
15. Spanish cry
16. Auras of glory
17. Columbus ship
18. Marriage promise
19. Poems
20. Uproot
22. Carlton song
23. Maiden name indicator
24. Idee (freebie)
26. Shrub
30. Personality journeys
34. "Duly
"
35. Do you?
36. Tibetan gazelle

37. Knowledgeably
38. Gambian language
39. Addition
40. Triton's domain
41.
by me
42. Mumesons
43. Ones who essay
45. Texas murder defense
46. Whimper
47. Naval Acd. student
48. Famous twins
51. Make stand out
57. Scientist's favorite dish
58. Neither
59. Played with plectrum
60. Congress action
61Hottie
62. 120 degrees apart
63. Indian wrap
64. Type of bunny

65. German city

Down
1. Wind or bag
2. Computer lingo
3. Tired dog
4. Against
5. Erudite
6. Bright stars
7. Coagulate
8. Stepped on scale again
9. Furthermore
10. Double-edged sword
I1.NC28660
12. MDs
13. 65 across without "n"
21. Pod insider
25. Portal
26. Mediterranean herb

/ See how well you did! Get the answers online at

J

www.fairfieldmirror.com

27. Time and loading, e.g.
28. Condemned Titan
29. Meadow
30. Acquires
31. Ice house
32. Puppy, e.g.
33. Chic
35. One year olds
38. Boil
39. Bar
41.Igneous rock
42. Donna or Calvin
44. Court punnishment
45. Nothing
47.
gras
48. Poet's opens
49. 11 down actor
50. Celebrity
52. Seized
53. Autos
54. Purple flower
55. Diet
56. Garden

www.fairfieldmirror.com
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HE said / SHE said
Brian Larkin

Megan Pizzo

Class of 2009: moving in is hard to do...
Moving into the dorms freshman year
is a groundbreaking experience. Leaving
everything recognizable behind and making
a huge leap forward in an unfamiliar world
is bound to rattle someone down to the bone.
In the beginning, you might feel awkward
and out of place.
Luckily, God invented hard alcohol
to calm the nerves (and to make that story
of the time you woke up in your parents'
bathroom way more funny and borderline
acceptable).
When arriving on campus in the fall,
there are few minor but important things
that will set you up for the next four years,
guys.
First, make sure to meet all the hot
babes in the freshmen class and make a
good impression the first weekend. In fact,
this is likely the only weekend you'll get to
spend undivided time with them. Make it
count. You won't be able to meet freshmen
girls in a biblical sense again until you're
an upperclassman.
At the time I moved in, I thought I was
the coolest kid on earth. Equipped with a
goofy haircut, jumbo box of still mostly
unused condoms, and the freshmen face
book (the old-school paperback edition),

I set out to conquer the world. Unfortunately, I didn't have a cell phone or a
snowball's chance in hell with the ladies.
Trust me, this is not the impression you
want to make.
Bed sheets are one of the most important things you'll have for the next few
years. Definitely get your hands on some
nice ones (may I suggest flannel?). Make
sure to convince all the cool kids that you
didn't buy them at Bed, Bath & Beyond,
though. You don't want that kind of reputation right off the bat.
Don't fret if your sheets are in shambles by the end of September. The nice red,
white and blue theme I had going for my
bed sheets didn't last too long, either. So
much was spilled on them first year (beer,
urine, puke, other stuff...) that if you ran a
MTV Room Raiders black light over them
it'd look like a glow-in-the-dark Jackson
Pollock painting.
Moving into a new home for the next
four years is in reality very exciting. And
let's face it - meeting new people and
forming tight bonds is one of the few things
you'll have going for you once you realize
you've got nothing to offer all the hot freshmen chicks.

Ladies of '09,1 cordially welcome you
to Fairfield University. My name is Megan
and I will be your'05-'06 social liaison from
the hells of communal living to the heavens
of life at the beach.
I would first like to start off by saying
that after three years at this institution I
have gained adequate knowledge on how
to survive your best years away from home.
But, before I discuss Fairfield survival tips
there is a much more significant topic at
hand - getting you moved in.
Now, I understand that first impressions
are everything but this is move-in day, not
your Sweet Sixteen party. Save the stilettos
and flat ironing for another occasion.
It is important to first recognize the
Fairfield University move-in day "policy"
so you can visualize the disaster which
awaits you. As you approach campus and
bypass balloon arches and waving people,
you will feel like a float in a Disney World
parade. Unfortunately Disney World
quickly turns to boot camp and before the
car is in park, four upperclassman will
unsystematically launch - yes, launch - all
of your belongings onto a curb. It is an assembly line faster than Lucille Ball trying
to wrap chocolates.

Nonetheless, I realize that you are apprehensive and anxious about the anarchy
that awaits you. So, I have compiled a list
of move-in day dos and don'ts to relieve
some of your strain.
Don't: Wear a mini-skirt. Besides the
heat rash, which will accompany you on
your first day of class, you will most likely
be lofting a bed. Do you really want your
roommate's father to see your move-in day.
panty preference?
Do: Coordinate separate move-in times
with your roommate. A 10' by 12' cellblock congested with two families is a lot
more body odor than anyways deserves.
Don't: Bring anyone with you that is
useless. If the dog, Grandma Stella or your
three your old brother cannot unload, lift
and carry, leave them home—seriously.
Do: Make friends with everyone on
your floor. You never know who worked
the system and has a car on campus.
Don't: Attempt to go to the beach
until you understand that the Vatican is in
Fairfield, Blue Balls are not the result of an
unsuccessful hookup, the Crack House is
not a condemned establishment in Bridgeport and that the "humps" have nothing to
do with the bump and grind.

WORK OUT AT CONNECTICUT'S BEST HEALTH
CLUBS ALL SUMMER LONG FOR ONLY $199!
Access to 7 award-winning clubs, 300 classes
including Pilates, Spinning, Yoga & Kickboxing
$2.5 Million In New Equipment
To take advantage of this offer, simply stop
into any Fitness Edge with University ID.

ANYBODY CAN DO IT.
FAIRFIELD COUNTY
READERS' POLL

2004
VOTED BEST^YM

MILFORD • STRATFORD • FAIRFIELD • WESTPORT
N0RWALK • E. NORWALK • GREENWICH
New Members only. Must show a valid school ID at check-In. Offer expires 8/31/05.

1(800)NEW.EDGE • FITNESSEDGE.NET

Editor: Kelly Sheehan
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No car? No problem! How freshmen get around FU
CHILL LIKE MCBILL
BILL MCBAIN

AIM, shmaim!
Get oriented with your
new online obsession
Now that you have your StagWeb account you only have one more step
before becoming a true Fairfield
University student. No, not filling out that
housing survey! You need to register for
thefacebook.com.
The Facebook is a website where you
can connect with friends, join groups of
people with similar interests, and "poke"
that hottie in the pink popped polo that
you're checking out across Barone (join it
and you'll get the poking reference). It is a
directory where you put information about
yourself, but has through brute bandwagon
popularity somehow avoided the stigma of
being too creepy to join.
The Facebook is a waste of time. A
revered former Mirror edito, Joshua J.
O'Connell, once aptly compared it to frittering away time checking people's away
messages.
Others have called it as addicting as
freebasing cocaine. I admit it; I am a Facebook junkie and you probably will become
one too.
I am also a friend-whore: I'll accept
most anyone that asks to be my friend.
Everyone has their own standards for who
they'll accept and reject for their friend list,.
My standards that they have to fit two of the
following: I don't know the person, they
seem to have no redeeming qualities based
on their profile, they are from New Jersey (if
in the unfortunate case you are from Dirty
Jersey get used to the jibing here at Fairfield),
or they are ugly. Yeah... I said it.
Don't think I am a complete jerk: I have
an acceptance rate of over 99 percent. It is
a lot easier to be one of my friends than to
get accepted into Fairfield.
This is the first year that Fairfield freshmen will have the Facebook before they go
off to school. Over 300 students in the class
of 2009 have already joined.
You might as well log on and start
joining random groups. Some groups on
Facebook are real like FUSA Senate or We
Put Out on Thursdays (The Mirror group).
Other groups are just for fun such as The OC:
Obsess Completely or Fans of Popped Collars/pink Shirts...and Boat Shoes (Jpcpsbs)
[The Fairfield Chapter].
Freshman orientation is a great time
because at no other time can you wander
through the quad and introduce yourself so
fervently while still maintaining normalcy.
Use this time to look for people on Facebook
that like the same bands, books, and booze,
and add them to your list of friends, maybe
you'll meet your future best friends or at
least some cool kids to talk to over a chicken
parm at the Stag.

Big red: The Fairfield University shuttle is one of the best ways for students to get around and outside of campus.
BY

Liz

COOPER

operates on an hourly basis from the hours
of 1 p.m. to 10 p.m. daily.
Additionally, a university-sponsored
shuttle offers transportation to sporting
events, such as Fairfield basketball games,
held at the Arena at Harbor Yard in Bridgeport.
If you don't have time to wait for the
shuttle or are going somewhere that isn't a
designated shuttle stop, a local cab service,
Fairfield Cab, is located about five minutes
from campus at the Fairfield train station.
While this is certainly a pricier option
than the shuttle, with rides from campus
to the train station averaging about $7, it is
convenient. Fairfield Cab's phone number
is 203-255-5727, a handy number to have
programmed into your phone.
Metro-North Railroad is the local train
service that runs in and out of New York
City. It's a great way to get into the city
for a variety of experience ranging from
museum or shopping trips, to restaurants,
to sporting events, to an enjoyable day in

One of the best things about Fairfield is
its close proximity to New York City, not to
mention Boston, Philadelphia and a number
of local hot spots. But as a freshman, how
are you going to get there?
For freshman, there are two basic
modes of transportation on campus: your
left foot, or your right foot. Depending on
the weather, said feet may be accessorized
with anything from flip-flops, to snow boots,
to rain galoshes.
If walking's not your thing, or if, perchance, you want to venture off campus, you
have a variety of options.
For transportation between on-campus
sites, particularly for anyone who needs
to get to Dolan residence hall or business
school, the campus shuttle is available. It
stops about every 15 minutes at several
locations, including the DiMenna-Nyselius
Library and the Barone Campus Center.
The campus shuttle runs until midnight,
but for students who
are at the library or
Campus Shuttle
another location latMonday through Friday: 7:30 a.m. until mider than this and feel
night; Saturday, Sunday & Holidays: 12 noon
until midnight
unsafe walking back
to the dorm alone, a
Campus Shutde starts at Dolan Hall and stops
Public Safety escort
approximately every 15 minutes at:
may be arranged.
The town shuttle, also provided John C. Dolan Hall
Barone Campus Center
by the university, is
DiMenna-Nyselius Library
available to transDolan School of Business at Bellarmine Pond
port students to loCanisius Checkpoint
cal shopping areas,
Barone Campus Center
such as CVS, Stop
Townhouse Blocks 8
& Shop, and the
Trumbull Mall. It

Central Park.
There are three ways to purchase train
tickets: online (cheapest method) at www.
mta.info, at the station (most convenient
method), or on the train (try to avoid this).
Purchased at the station, a one way
ticket is $10.75 off peak, and $14.25 during
peak (commuting) hours.
For anyone traveling north by train, say,
to Boston, Amtrak is the best bet. Amtrak
also runs south through Philadelphia, Baltimore, and Washington D.C. Reservations
are a good idea, and can be made online at
www.amtrak.com. A one-way ticket from
Bridgeport to Boston can cost anything
from $43.35 - $64, depending on the train,
time of day, and AAA or Student Advantage
discounts.
The Bridgeport-Port Jefferson, L.I.,
ferry, is located near the Bridgeport train
station just behind the Arena at Harbor
Yard. A one-way trip between Bridgeport
and Port Jefferson is $ 14, or you can purchase a same-day round trip ticket for $19.
Reservations can
be
made online,
Town Shuttle
Sunday through Saturday
at www.bpj ferry,
Town Shuttle starts at the Barone Campus
com, but often are
'Center at runs on the hour from 1 p.m. until
not needed.
10 p.m. with stops at the following locations:
Finally, the
best and cheapest
Fairfield Train Station (New York bound)
way to get anyFairfield Town Library
where is to find
Bob's Stores Plaza
a friendly upperSuper Stop and Shop
classman who is
Office Max, CVS and Marshalls Plaza
willing to drive
Bank of America on Post Road
you somewhere
Dolan School of Business at Bellarmine Pond
every now and
Canisius Checkpoint
then—but
don't
Barone Campus Center
count on it until at
least December.

t»
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Fairfield
Want
University
Student
Association

go get involved?

Join FUSA!
Represent your class
by running for a class
council or Senate
Position!
Join Programming Board
to plan events for the rest
of the student body!

-More information to come
in September - Look for
us at the Activity Fair,
Friday September 9,
4 pm, Oak Room, BCC.

Any Questions?
Call (203) 254.4040

Have a Great Summer!
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A Taste
of Fairfield
BY JOSHUA O'CONNELL
To help you settle in at Fairfield, we have
r,included a map, along with descriptions of
local businesses that will likely be useful to
you during your four years at Fairfield. The
locations were chosen by the staff of The
Mirror based on student popularity, votes
in our yearly Best & Worst of Fairfield special
issues, and staff favorites. Some of our
picks also coincide with the Orientation
Board's Lunch on the Town program. We
have indicated those, as well as those voted
as "Best in Fairfield" in our descriptions,
which follow below and on page 11.

Graphic by Joshua O'Connell/The Mirror

FAST FOOD/RESTAURANTS

A&S Italian Fine Foods
^W 2079 Black Rock Tpke, Fairfield • 576-1600
A&S offers a fine array of deli sandwiches that are
made with the best deli cuts. A&S never fails to please,
and students consistently name it one of the best places to
get deli food.

©

Archie Moore's
48 Sanford St, Fairfield • 256-9295

Archie Moore's is the best place for wings,
sauce-covered hands down. Serving wings by the
sevens, they offer the best-sized and tastiest wings
for the money. Once you're hooked, you can even
purchase their delicious sauce to take home with you. It has
a smalier-than-average seating area, so expect a bit of a wait,
but you'll love it. A four-time Best of Fairfield winner.

o

Circle Diner

Athena Diner
3350 Post Rd, Southport • 259-0603

The Athena Diner has been named Best
Diner by students four straight years. Their
biggest selling point is being open 24 hours a
day, seven days a week. Their dessert menu is
underrated, and you get the added bonus of finding at least
one police officer and Mirror staffer there pretty much every night. Their diner is easily accessible from 1-95 (exit
19), and has a wide variety of options served quickly and
cooked to perfection.

©Boston Market
1982 Boston Post Rd, Fairfield • 382-8090
For fast food that's higher quality, consider Boston Market. The chain offers a more high-scale menu than KFC,
with tasty chicken, delicious mashed potatoes, green beans
and cinnamon apple slices. Tasty food, and quick.

&

441 Post Road, Fairfield

They're new, they're big, and they're close. They
themselves the "undiner," and their selection backs that
However, they remain a viable alternative to the reg
Athena runs, and will save you a little gas to boot.

©Domino's Pizza
1580 Post Road, Fairfield • 255-8823
Long considered the gold standard for deliver)
Fairfield's campus for over 20 years. Domino's kn
your room number and building just by asking for \
four-digit extension. They've earned high marks for t
pizza, their wings and now they've got the new Domi
Dots and Buffalo Chicken Kickers for you to drool over..
oh, that sweet, sweet icing. Just call. Better yet, plug
into your speed dial the moment you get here in Septem
You'll be glad you did.
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©

Pizza Mediterranean

Firehouse Deli

22 Reef Road, Fairfield • 255-5527
This is the closest thing to a New York Deli
in Connecticut, and it exceeds the standards of
most city sandwich lovers. Consistently rated as
one of the best delis in the area and Zagat rated,
Firehouse aims to please. Another student favorite.

W 1557 Black Rock Tpke, Fairfield • 330-0085
Pizza Med, along with Domino's, rounds up the lion's
share of deliveries on campus. Pizza Med's deliveries are
generally the fastest around, and they are as efficient as
Domino's. Their prices are reasonable, and their pizzas are
something to be savored, not devoured. They're another
local business worth supporting.

©Joe's American Bar & Grill
750 Post Road, Fairfield • 319-1600
Joe's has a great selection of food, from
salads to hamburgers to a great selection of
desserts. Their portions are more than filling,
®and their waitresses have the rare ability to
remember everything ordered by a table of ten
(we've tried it). Students have always given
Joe's a thumbs up for parent grub, and we agree.
The atmosphere is comfortable, with the kind of decor that
makes yjau feel like you fit in whether in casual attire or
formalwear. If that wasn't enough, Joe's is part of Fairfield's
"Lunch on the Town" program, so your orientation coupons
are good there.

Pizzeria Uno
For a great sit-down dinner, consider famous Chicago
restaurant chain Pizzeria Uno. Whether you're in the mood
for an appetizer like buffalo wings or potato pizza, a Caesar
salad, or a main course of pizza or beef, you can't go wrong.
There are many choices, and the atmosphere is enjoyable. If
you're looking to eat out, make Uno your numero uno.

to

Mexican food usually falls into two categories: your standard, liquimeat chains (Taco Bell)
or your small, home-grown eateries (Ole Mole).
La Salsa is a merging of both: the speed and
regularity of a chain, yet the food tastes like it was done by
someone who's been running a local business for 30 years
and is serving the area admirably. Bravo to a chain like La
Salsa for doing what they can to prove that chain food can
be delicious and worthwhile.

<E>

McDonald's

536 Post Road, Fairfield • 259-7973
The golden arches are as dependable as they are consistent. You'll always find a similar menu no matter where
you are in the country, and they're spaced out by about six
inches, meaning there's always one nearby. Located in the
same block as La Salsa, this one is close by to campus
(a mere three-minute drive) so you can have those tasty
McGriddles every day if you're really desperate.

Mike's Pizza
%Mr

1560 Post Road, Fairfield • 255-2292
Mike's is a local establishment serving up
great pizza in a great environment. They are
quite Fairfield-friendly and are welcoming to
students. Their food alone is good, but local
businesses that care about the students, like Mike's, have
always received a lot of business in return around here. In
addition, they've introduced delivery for Fairfielders, just
another sign that they're for the students.

Nauti Dolphin
!£/
iCarter Henry Dr, Fairfield • 256-1877
Sometimes students have the urge to get a little 'nauti.'
Besides the clever name, Nauti Dolphin is another great
place to get a wide variety of tasty Italian food. Their calzones are tasty, their pizzas are delicious, and their mozzerella sticks are well worth the price. Move your fins down
to Nauti Dolphin, or call for delivery. Better yet, if you're
in the vicinity of the Fairfield Metro-North train station,
they're located in the building adjacent to the northbound
tracks, a great location when you've just come back from
a day in the city.

<E>

Ole Mole

2074 Black Rock Tpke, Fairfield • 333-0400
If you're looking for great mexican food, you can't do
much better than Ole Mole. The place is small, but they
always welcome students into their establishment. The menu
is full of tastv surprises.

i

2070 Post Road, Fairfield • 254-3606
Sidetracks is famous for their nachos,
oozing with delicious cheese. Many students
voted for them for Best Nachos all three years
the category was up for grabs in our Best of
Fairfield surveys. They've got more than that
too, and all of it appetizing, but if you're really
in the mood for nachos, go no further.

\£?

1160 Kings Highway, Fairfield • 254-8748
Stop & Shop has practically everything, from
Dixie cups to the latest Dixie Chicks. The best
part of what they offer is the self-checkout lines.
Be sure to sign up for the Stop & Shop card for
additional savings.

0

Super Duper Weenie
to 306 Black Rock Tpke, Fairfield • 334-3647
We have an institution on our hands in
Fairfield. When an accident shut down 1-95 in
Bridgeport this past March, Super Duper Weenie
was featured in a lengthy segment about local
[ r \ businesses. But they have been given national
V ^3 J acclaim for years. Their hot dogs are second to
none. And now, they're growing - a second one
is opening in Stratford. Their hours are slighty unorthodox, but that means that getting one is all the more special.
They're truly worth the recognition they receive.

Villa Del Sol
to

1229 Post Rd, Fairfield -254-0123

Villa Del Sol has been the host of Mirror
staff parties for years. And it's no wonder: the
food is excellent, and the drinks are high quality.
It's hard to find a better margarita in this area. Their stuffed
peppers are a hidden gem.

GROCERIES

7-Eleven
%

257 Reef Rd, Fairfield-259-0812
7-Eleven is your American convenience store. They've
got chips, soda, bathroom needs, and so on. They've got Big
Gulps to quench a big thirst, and of course, their hallmark:
The Slurpee. Whenever you're in need of a quick item or
two, avoid the long supermarket lines and visit 7-Eleven.

Shaw's Supermarkets
%*F 1975 Black Rock Tpke, Fairfield • 384-2288
Shaw's is one of two main supermarket chains in the
region, and conveniently one of the two main supermarkets
close by campus. Their pricing is a little more expensive,
but worth it in a oinch.

GAS

Friendly Service (Citgo)

1096 Post Rd, Fairfield-255-1361
Their name sums it up. They're friendly, and offer great
service. Yes, they are a Citgo station too - stay with me.
Some brand new gas pumps add to the interest of the station.
They're also the closest gas station to campus, meaning a
quick fill-up is that much quicker, and their prices always
seem to be a couple of cents cheaper.

Fairfield
Exxon
'V>pr
\&J
1139 Post Rd, Fairfield • 255-9043
If Friendly Citgo isn't open (they close at 11 p.m.). don't
fret - Fairfield Exxon is here for you! They're open 24 hours
a day, meaning if you're driving home from Athena at 4 a.m.
after a long study session, you can still get gas if the little orange light comes on. The prices are a bit higher than Citgo.

ENTERTAINMENT

Starbucks
Vr 2171 Black Rock Tpke, Fairfield • 362-0347
If you're in need of a coffee, go no further than Starbucks. Their ever-evolving menu and friendly baristas will
take care of you. They always are staffed just right so you
won't be waiting long to get your grande Java chip frappucino blended coffee (say that three times fast).
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Super Stop & Shop

Sidetracks Restaurant

La Salsa
mj~ 580 Post Road. Fairfield • 256-8800

JUNE,

Community Theatre
\£/
1424 Post Rd, Fairfield • 255-6255
Remember the days of the $3 movie? Nah, I don't either.
But thanks to Community Theatre, you can actually enjoy it.
Community Theatre shows second-run movies for only $3.
How do they do it? They're a non-profit organization that
reopened the two-cinema theatre a couple of years ago. They
lovingly restored Community to look like its glory days are
still ahead. And at $3. it sure seems like that's a safe bet.

©^

Metro-North Station

165 UnquowaRd, Fairfield
A train ride can indeed be fun, especially if you have the
right person sitting next to you. But the trip to New York is
even more fun, and getting there is step one of the process.
Taking the Metro-North is somewhat expensive ($ 10.25 each
way), but still cheaper than parking and having to maneuver
through the traffic. Campus shuttles can get you there freshman year when you're not able to have a car, making it even a
better way to get around. If you're feeling really adventerous,
you can take the train to New Haven, home of Yale and some
equally interesting restaurants and attractions.

Showcase Cinemas
286 Canfield Ave, Bridgeport
&
They're one massive movie theater complex with the
largest number of screens in the area. Just about every major
movie opens and plays here, before the best of them get their
second run at the Community Theatre. So if you're looking for a popcorn, a movie and a soda (50 cents more will
get you a large!), visit the Showcase Cinemas. The movie
shuttle has increased in frequency in recent years, making
it even easier for the earless to be able to make it there to
catch the latest J.Lo flick.

Nutmeg Bowl
#

802 Villa Ave, Fairfield • 367-7741
You're likely to become quite familiar with Nutmeg
Bowl in the next few years. That's because it's been the site
of Fairfield's ever-popular free bowling nights. It's the one
time of your life you'll see more than 500 students eagerly
awaiting the chance to bowl. On a Thursday. It's amazing
stuff that you don't get to see everyday, and chances are
you'll join in out of fear of missing something big. Even if
it's not free bowling, they've got great lanes and are built
under a Walsrreens. Cool stuff.

SPORTS
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DOODY CALLS
BEN DOODY

New direction
for Deng?
FU's greatest player
training for NBA draft

Mirror file photo

On the offensive: Attacker Chris Manley helped the Stags face Maryland earlier this year during the regular season.

Duke beats Stags 23-4 in postseason action
After 2nd appearance in NCAA tournament, Stags look to future
BY BEN DOODY

Fairfield lacrosse coach Ted Spencer,
having just completed his duties as a selector
for the United States national team, reflected
upon the season his team had completed a
month earlier.
"It was the best year that I've experienced here (in ten years)," he said. "I really
think we brought a sense of pride to the
school and to the town of Fairfield, and
I'm really proud of the guys for what they
accomplished this year."
What they accomplished was, to
perhaps understate the matter, going out
with a bang in the Great Western Lacrosse
League, in which they played their last season before bolting for the more prestigious
Eastern Collegiate Athletic Conference
(ECAC).
Featuring a roster on which 22 of 40
players were freshmen and, on which the
two leading returning scorers were sophomores, all the Stags did was finish with an
11-4 regular season record, upsetting 12th
ranked Denver at Alumni Field to earn their
first NCAA tournament bid since 2002.
The joy-ride that had captured the attention of the campus, and - with the Connecticut Post covering every game down
j the stretch - the region, came to a loud,
screeching halt in the opening round of the
NCAA's.
The Stags, despite taking an early 1-0
lead less than a minute into the game, were
blown out by Duke, the No. 2 ranked team
in the nation, and the eventual national runner-up, 23-4.
The loss, Spencer said, has left a sour

taste in the mouths of a team that returns all
but three players, including rising juniors
Mike Bocklet, Michael Kruger and Greg
Downing.
"We still have a long way to go," said
Spencer, the 2005 G WLL Coach of the Year.
"We're young and we have to get back to
work."
A player that out-going senior captain
Tom Werney says is one of the best he's ever
seen, Downing proved in 2005 to be the
class of the team, and of the league.
Leading the Stags in scoring for the
second year in a row with 32 goals and 45
points, Downing was named the GWLL
Offensive Player of the Year, and received
an Honorable Mention for the STX/Geico

A

GROUNDBREAKING
SEASON

The Top Scorers
#

Name

Goals

Pts.

8
10
12
21
19
1
14

Downing, Greg
Bocklet, Mike
Herman, Kyle
Nelson, Travis
Thornton, Josh
Castele, Matt
Werney, Tom

32
23
16
16
13
13
10

45
37
23
24
24
20
13

All American team.
Downing, who, along with Bocklet and
Werney, was an All-New England selection,
very well could become the first Stag since
goaltender C.J. Kemp to be selected as an
Ail-American, in a 2006 season that is sure
to feature its share of excitement.
The Stags schedule features home
games against new league rivals Georgetown, Loyola, Hobart and Dartmouth, and
games at national powerhouses Maryland
and North Carolina, both of whom the Stags
will host in 2007.
Said Spencer: "There's no question one
of our goals is to win the league. But we
want to win the league, go to the NCAA's,
and win a game [there]."

The '05 Men 's Lacrosse Record
Holy Cross
(H)
St. John's
(H)
Sacred Heart (A)
Yale
(A)
Harvard
(H)
Air Force
(H)
Penn State (A)
(OT)
Hobart
(A)
Providence (H)
Marist
(H)
Notre Dame (H)
Maryland
(H)
Butler
(A)
(OT)
Ohio State
(A)
Denver
(H)
NCAA-Duke (A)

W, 12-4
W, 17-5
L, 13-9
L, 11-8
W.7-6
W, 10-9
W, 11-10
W, 11-8
W.9-5
W, 10-9
W, 12-11
L, 9-6
L, 12-11
W, 14-10
W, 9-8
L, 23-4

He sat in his apartment, his long legs
cramped up beneath the table at
which he sat, and pondered the days
he had ahead. Six-foot-nine inch Fairfield
center Deng Gai had just completed what
was indisputably the greatest career of any
Stags basketball player. Now, his sights were
set on the NBA draft, which takes place June
28 in New York.
"I'm going to bring a lot to the table,"
he told The Mirror. "I'm going to work hard
and I'm still improving."
After he and his family emigrated from
war-torn Sudan, all Gai did was shatter every
school and conference shot blocking record,
electrifying arenas throughout the Metro
Atlantic Athletic Conference and blocking
more shots (444) in his career than all but six
players in college basketball history.
All year, those close to the program
speculated that at least one of the 30 teams
in the league would like Gai enough to take
him, fulfilling his lifetime dream.
"It's interesting because he does something (block shots) that not a lot of people
do, and he's excellent at," said Stags Head
Coach Tim O'Toole. "There's always a role
for specialty players, and he's a specialty
guy."
Because Gai comes from Fairfield, a
mid-major school with little national recognition, his schedule for preparing for the
draft is both busy and tolling.
In addition to having private workout
sessions with about half a dozen pro teams,
Gai played in two pre-draft camps: the
Portsmouth Invitational in Portsmouth, Va.
and the NBA-run Chicago camp, which he
competed in for the second straight summer.
At Chicago, where players are limited
to playing 20 minutes per game (out of 40)
to ensure equal playing time, Gai averaged
just under five rebounds per game, along
with 1.3 blocks.
During his historic senior season, Gai
led the nation with 5.5 blocks per game, and
was named the MAAC Defensive Player of
the Year for the third time in his career. He
won the award every year at Fairfield except
for his junior year, when an ankle injury
limited him to just 12 games. That year
the award went to teammate and classmate
Tyquawn Goode.
"My gut feeling is that he will [get
drafted] because of what he can do," Rider
Head Coach Don Harnum told The Mirror
this spring. "[His shot blocking numbers]
just jump right off the page."

